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Methodology

— 176 UK-based academics were invited to take part in the survey

— The academics were selected by Professor Kevin Theakston
(University of Leeds) based on their specialism of British political
science or British history post-1945

— The survey was conducted online and administered by
Woodnewton Associates

— The questionnaire was designed by Theakston and Gill
(Woodnewton Associates) building on a previous survey of 20t
century Prime Ministers conducted by the authors in 2004

— Fieldwork conducted between 9th June 2010 — 10th July 2010
— Response rate = 60% (106 completed)
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Overall Ranking of Post War Prime Ministers

Below is a list of all the British Prime Ministers since 1945 (excluding David Cameron). For each please
indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how successful or unsuccessful you consider them to have been as PRIME
MINISTER in office during the periods specified (with 0 being highly unsuccessful and 10 being highly
successful). We are interested in your ranking of them during their periods as Prime Minister and not their
overall political careers.

Mean rating

Clement Attlee (Lab, 1945-51) _ 8 |
Margaret Thatcher (Con, 1979-90) _ 6.9
Tony Blair (Lab, 1997-2007) [N 6 4
Harold Macmillan (Con, 1957-63) [ 6.3
Harold Wilson (Lab, 1964-70, 1974-76) [ 59
Winston Churchill (Con, 1951-55) [ 53
James Callaghan (Lab, 1976-79) [ 51
John Major (Con, 1990-1997) |GGG 4 6
Edward Heath (Con, 1970-74) [ 44
Gordon Brown (Lab, 2007-2010) [ 39
Sir Alec Douglas-Home (Con, 1963-1964) 37
Sir Anthony Eden (Con, 1955-57) [ 2.3
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Base size: 106
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Impact of Margaret Thatcher:

Q Please rate the extent to which you think Margaret Thatcher has had a positive or negative impact on the following:

_Negative impact _Positive impact

British society

79 62 17
British economy 40
_M 55
Foreign policy / 21
Britain’s role in
the world +24 25

Their own political 50 —k 42
party
65 I
British democracy '56 9

/ constitution

Base size: 105
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Margaret Thatcher: Successes and Failures

Q What do you consider to be the single greatest success/failure of Margaret Thatcher as Prime Minister?

Curbing powers of trade
unions

Economlic revval /
transformation

Forelgn affalrs / Britaln's role
Inthe world

Transformingrole of state /
changing soclety

Falklancls war

Winning three general
elections

Changing style / strengthening
of Office of Prime Kinlster

Transformingthe Labour party
Other

None

Woodnewton Associates

7%

Impact on soclety /soclal
divislons / soclal Inequality

34%

Economy polley/ Impact on
economy

Poll tax

Europesan polley

Leacdership style

Falklancls war

Spenttoo long In offlce

Cther

Base size: 100
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Impact of John Major:

Q Please rate the extent to which you think John Major has had a positive or negative impact on the following:

_Negative impact _Positive impact

British society

British economy
$3 40
Foreign policy /
Britain’s role in 29 17
the world
Their own political 67 m T
party
35 I *
British democracy _28 7

/ constitution

Base size: 105
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John Major: Successes and Failures

Q What do you consider to be the single greatest success/failure of John Major as Prime Minister?

Winning the 1982 Gieneral
Electlon

Party management / length
oftime In office

Forelgn polley

Economle performance

Reversing some of the
pollcles of Thatecherlsm

Leacdership style

Cther

None

Woodnewton Associates

22%

21%

Party management 7%

Economy 23%

Forelgn polley

Lack of clear strategy for
governing

Leacdership style

Rall privatisation

Other 1 1%

Base size: 97/101
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Impact of Tony Blair:

Q Please rate the extent to which you think Tony Blair has had a positive or negative impact on the following:

_Negative impact _Positive impact

British society

British economy

22
3

2

Foreign policy /
Aehicaioe 64 ﬂ
the world

I 3 e 1

L 53

-39 29

Their own political 41 % 53
party

32
British democracy +29 61
/ constitution
Base size: 105
Woodnewton Associates +44 207 242 1133
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Tony Blair: Successes and Failures

Q What do you consider to be the single greatest success/failure of Tony Blair as Prime Minister?

Constitutional reform/

devolution 22% Iraq war 63%
Reformed state / public 2 1%
services / soclal reform
Other forelgn affalrs / 10%
Moclernlsed Labour party relationship withUSA

Electoral success
Soclal polley 7%

Northern Ireland

Minlmum wage

Relatlonshlp with Gordon 6%
Brown

Economile polley

Economile polley I 4%
Forelgn polley

Leadership style Leacership style | | %

Other ' | 1%
Base size: 98

Woodnewton Associates +44 207 242 1133
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Cther

None




T 63@@@ Woodnewton

UNIVERSITY OF LEED:

Impact of Gordon Brown:

Q Please rate the extent to which you think Gordon Brown has had a positive or negative impact on the following:

_Negative impact _Positive impact

British society

British economy
48
39
Foreign policy /
Britain’s role in 29 21
the world
Their own political 77 _72 | 5
party
39
British democracy '28 11
/ constitution
Base size: 105
Woodnewton Associates +44 207 242 1133
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Gordon Brown: Successes and Failures

Q What do you consider to be the single greatest success/failure of Gordon Brown as Prime Minister?

Responss to banking/ 69% Economic management / %
financlal erisls public debt
Falling to call a General
Lengthoftimein office | 4o Electlon In 2007 - 1 7%
Inabllity to
Becoming Prime Minlster | 2% connect/communicate with 14%
the publle
Investment In publie 2% Fallure to clevelop clear 10%
services strategy for governing
Other 14% Leacdership style . 9%

None 8% Other - 16%
Base size: 97/101
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Performance Rating By Term In Office

Q Please indicate on a scale of 0 to 10 how successful or unsuccessful you consider the following to have
been as Prime Minister in office during the following periods. (with 0 being highly unsuccessful and 10
being highly successful)

10 Margaret John Major Tony Blair

? 1 Thatcher

8 _

7 _

6 _

5 - \

4 _

3 _

2 _

| _

0 I I I T I I I 1
1979-1983 1983-1987 1987-1990 1990-1992 1992-1997 1997-2001 2001-2005 2005-2007

Base size: 102 Base size: 102 Base size: 96
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