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BRITISH BUSINESS BACKS CAMERON ON HEATHROW: NEW POLL

Nearly ten times as many UK businesses support the idea of a fast rail link from London to the North than support expanding Heathrow, according to new figures released today. And only 4% believe that expanding Heathrow will benefit their business.

The research, conducted by business polling specialists Continental Research, is the first reliable survey of business support for plans to expand Heathrow. It covered more than five hundred businesses across the UK, from multi-nationals to small manufacturers, and in each case the Finance Director or equivalent was interviewed. 

The results show that:
· Only 4% of British businesses believe they will benefit from expanding Heathrow. 95% said it would make little or no difference.

· In contrast, 23% of businesses believe they will be helped by a new high-speed rail line to the North, as proposed by David Cameron. 
· When asked specifically which would help their business more, 37% of businesses chose the rail link and only 4% chose Heathrow.
Chris Shaw of Restore UK said:

“This proves how wrong the Government is to say that British business is crying out for Heathrow expansion. In fact, only a tiny proportion of businesses stand to benefit. Given the level of opposition amongst MPs, campaigners, and concerned members of the public – let alone the people who live under the proposed flight path or face having their homes demolished – now is the time for the Government to drop these massively unpopular plans.”

The results come ahead of an announcement on Heathrow promised by the Government for late November or December.
For more information please contact Chris Shaw at Restore UK on 07968 703430 (cshaw8@btinternet.com)
NOTES:

Continental Research interviewed a random sample of 501 small, medium and large businesses across Great Britain 

• Fieldwork was conducted by telephone between 3rd and 14th November 2008 

• Small businesses are defined as having a turnover of between £50,000 and £1m, medium businesses are defined as having a turnover of £1m-£20m and large businesses are defined as having a turnover of £20m+ 

• The data is weighted by size, region and sector to make the results representative of the 1,242,000 companies with a turnover of over £50,000 as estimated by BERR 

• Interviews were conducted with senior financial decision makers in each business 

• Figures based on the full sample have a confidence interval (“margin of error”) of approximately +4%  

• The questions were designed and the research project managed by Woodnewton Associates 

